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"And they cried, The Sword of the i ; 


Lord, aa of Gideon." Judges 7:20 
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The Rich, Fortunate, Hard- 
Working, Thrifty Fool 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 
(As given on Radio KFEL, Denver, Colorado, May 20, 1942.) 


“And he spake a parable unto 
them, saying, The ground of a cer- 
tain rich man brought forth plen- 
tifuily: 

“And he thought within himself, 
saying, What shall I do, because I 
have no room where to bestow my 
fruits? 

“And he said, This will I do: I 
will pull down my barns, and build 
greater; and there will I bestow 
all my fruits and my goods. 

“And I will say to my soul, Soul, 
thou hast much goods laid wp for 
many years; take thine ease, eat, 
drink, and be merry. 

“But God said unto him, Thou 
fool, this night thy soul shall be 
required of thee: then whose shall 
those things be, which thou hast 
provided ? 

“So is he that layeth up treas- 
ure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God.” — Luke 12:16-21 


In this story told by the Sav- 
iour we learn of a rich and for- 
tunate man, a hard-working, 
thrifty man who made. one fatal 


| mistake and lost his soul. 


|. He Was Rich 


This man was rich, and that is 
not against him. Abraham was 
rich. So were Isaac, Jacob and Jo- 
seph. So were David and Solomon 
and Hezekiah. So was Joseph of 
Arimathea. Some of the great 
Christians in the world have been 
rich, including Count Zinzendorf, 
the father of the great Moravian 
mission movement, and Queen Vic- 
toria of England. Foreign missions, 
Christian ate di and the~YMCA 


fell, softened the clods and germ!- 


have all been largely supported by 
Christian rich men. It is not wrong 
to be rich, though it is wrong to 
have one’s heart set on riches. If 
there were no Henry Ford, then 
there would be no 85,000 jobs for 
Ford workers. If there Were no 
Thomas Edison, thousands in the 
electrical industry would be in pov- 
erty. If there had been no Fire- 
stone, millions who have benefited 
by the rubber industry would have 
been poorer.. Without a John D. 
Rockefeller and the Standard il, 
the world would be poorer in com- 
forts, and hundreds of. thousands 
would not have as mtge a pay 
check. 


This man was rich and that was 
not against him. 


ll. He Was Fortunate 


How God smiled upon this rich 
man! His ground “brought forth 
plentifully.” God smiled and the 
sun shone upon His acres. The rain 


nated the seeds. The harvest was 
bountiful. God loved this rich man! 
How true -it-is- that God-“sendeth 
rain on the just and on the unjust” 
(Matt. 5:45), and “is kind unto 
the unthankful and to the evil’ 
(Luke 6:35). God poured out His 
blessings upon this man. I do not 
know whether he thanked God at 
the table but he should have. I do 
not know whether he knelt by his 
bed in gratitude for the blessings 
of the day, but he should have done 
so. God smiled upon this rich man, 
for “every good and every perfect 
(Continued on page four) 


FAITH FOR REVIVAL 


By OSWALD J. SMITH, D.D., LITT. D. 
Pastor, The People’s Church, Toronto, Canada 


Faith is the key that unlocks 
the door of God’s power. “By faith 
the- walls of Jericho fell down.’ 
And in revival work one of the in- 
dispensable prerequisites is a liv- 
ing, vital Faith. “All things are 
possible to him that believeth.” 

The man who is to be used of 
the Lord will hear from Heaven. 
God will give him a promise. Not 


{saith the Lord.” 


| Not that the thing 


the general promises of the Word 
that apply to so many of His chil- 
dren, but a definite, unmistakable 
message direct to his own heart. 
Some familiar promise, it may be, 
will suddenly grip him in such a 
way that he will know God has 
spoken. Hence, if I would attempt 
a new work for God, let me ask 
myself first of all the questions: 
“Have Ia diapaceae ? Has God spok- 
en ? 9? “> 


It was this divine assurance that 
enabled the prophets of old to go 
to the people and declare, “Thus 
And until God 
has so.commissioned us, we had 
better remain on our faces in 
prayer, lest He say: “Woe to the 
prophets that run, and I have not 
sent them!’”’ But when a man has 
heard from God, then, “though it 
tarry, wait for it; because it will 
surely come.” And even should 


“}years intervene, yet will God ful- 
4#fill His word. 


And oh, the joy of hearing and 
recognizing that voice! What en- 
couragement! What faith! How the 
heart leaps within! No questioning 
then. No guessing and wondering 


-pafter that. For days, for weeks it 
3 ed eae there has been the ear- 


* om tThen soe ey 


prayer as to God’s 
His Word, or by 
the Holy Spirit, there 
message, and all is perfect rest. 
is ae or the 
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What Is the Gospel? 


A Stenographically Reported Sermon Preached in Moody Memorial Church, Sp by the Pastor, 


H. A. IRONSIDE, LITT.D. ¢ 


“Moreover, brethren, I declare 
unto you the Gospel which I 
preached unto you, which also ye 
hawe received, and wherein ye 
stand; by which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain. For I delivered 
unto you first of all that which I 
also received, how that Christ died 
for our sins according to the scrip- 
tures; and that He was buried, and 
that He rose again the third day 
according to-the scriptures” (I Cor. 
15:1-4). 


It might seem almost a work of 
supererogation to answer a ques- 
tion like this. We hear the word, 
“Gospel” used so many times. Peo- 
ple talk of this and of that as 
being “as true as the Gospel,” and 
I often wonder what they really 
mean ‘by it. What is the Gospel? 
First I should like to indicate what 
it is not. 


Not the Bible 


In the first place, the Gospel is 
not the Bible. Often when I in- 
quire, ““What do you think the Gos- 
pel is?” people reply, “Why, it is 
the Bible, and the Bible is the 
Word of God.” Undoubtedly the Bi- 
ble is the Word of God, but there 
is a great deal in that Book that 
is not Gospel, 


“The wicked shall be turned into 
Hell with all the nations that for- 
get God.” That is in the Bible, and 
it is terribly true; but it is not 
Gospel. 

“It is a fearful thing to fall into 
the hands of the living God.” That 
is in the Bible, but it is not Gospel, 

Our English word, ‘‘gospel’” just 
means the “good spell,’ and the 
word “spell” is the old Anglo- 
Saxon word for “tidings,’’ the good 
tidings, the good news, The origin- 
al word translated “gospel” which 
we have taken over into the Eng- 
lish with little alteration is the 
word, “evangel,” and it has the 
Same meaning, the good news. The 
Gospel is God’s good news for sin- 
ners. The Bible contains the Gos- 
pel, but there is a great deal in 
the Bible which is not Gospel. 


Not the Commandments 


The Gospel is not just any mes- 
sage from God telling man how he 
should behave. “What is the Gos- 
pel?” I asked a man this question 
some time ago, and he answered, 


A Fine 
Christian College 


Do you know of a young man or 
woman who ought to attend college 
this fall? Wheaton College at 
Wheaton, Lllinois, with over 1,100 
resident students last year, is 
soundly Christian in doctrine and 
atmosphere. There are no evolu- 
tionists, no modernists on its fac- 
ulty. All teachers are Bible believ- 
ing, born again Christians. At the 
same time there is rich scholar- 
ship, high academic standing, cred- 
its acceptable in leading universi- 
ties. Athletics are sensible and en- 
'thusiastic. There is a fine Conserv- 
atory of Music. We are grateful 
for the privilege of publishing a 
series of characteristic chapel talks 
by Dr. V. Raymond Edman, 


Dr. Ironside in a rare moment ot rest. 


“Why, I should say it is the Ten 
Commandments and the Sermen vn 
the Mount, and I think if a man 
lives up to them he is all right.” 
Well, I fancy he would be; but did 
you ever know anybody who lived 
up to them? The Ten Command- 
ments ask of sinful man an obe- 
dience that no falien creature has 
ever given. The Sermon on the 
Mount demands a righteousness 
which no unregenerate man has 
been able to produce. The law is 
not the Gospel; it is the very an- 
tithesis of the Gospel. In fact, the 
law was given by God to show men 
their need of the Gospel. 

“The law,” says the Apostle Paul, 
speaking as a —Jewish . convert, 
“was our schoolmaster to bring us 


to Christ, But after that Christ 


is come we are no longer under \ on 
the schoolmaster.” * 


Not Repentance 
The Gospel is not a call to re- 
pentance, or to amendment of one's 
ways, to make restitution for his © 
past sins, or to promise to do bet- 


ter in the future. These things are | 
all perfectly right and perfectly 
proper in their place, but they do 


not constitute the Gospel; for the 


Gospel is not good advice to be 
obeyed, it is good news to be be- 
lieved. Do not make the mistake 
then of thinking that the Gospel 
is a call to duty ora. call to ref- 
ormation, a call to better your con- 
dition, to behave yourself in a more 
(Continued on page two) 


Scores of Ministers Commend 


“The Sword of The Lord’ 


"Better Than Any Paper or Maga- 
zine | Read." "The Most. Inexpen- 
sive and Worthwhile Paper that. 
Comes to My Desk." “Scriptural, 
Fundaméntal, and Sane." “Has En- 


riched My Preaching; Led Me 


| Closer tothe Lord." "The Sermons 


Have Blessed My Own Life and 
Ministry Immensely.” ‘Contains 
More Usable Sermonic Material 
Than Any Publication | Know of.” 
"The Sword of the Lord Is With- 
out Question the Greatest Evan- 
gelistic Paper in America." 


Not long ago the editor wrote 
some pastors who take The Sword 
of the Lord offering to send a few 
sample copies to be given out to 
their people. How refreshing the 
wonderful responses of these pas- 
tors have been! Scores of letters 
came from ministers telling how 
The Sword of the Lord blessed 
their personal lives, enriched their 
ministry and requesting sample 

copies of the paper. 


We-are glad to send samples 


where requested’ and are most 
gratefui to those pastors who make _~ 


public announcements in their pul- 
pits about this weekly evangelical 7 
publication and urge their peopie: ‘. 
to subscribe. vee 

We believe that The Sword of a 
the Lord fills a distinct place, giv- ~~ 
ing full length gospel messages, 
stirring people to pray, encourag- ~~ 
ing revivals in a way that few if © 
any other papers in America do. 
And the remarkably low price of 
$1.00 a year for this weekly pa- 
per containing full messages by 
America’s best-loved ministers and 
soul winners such as Dr. H. A. 
Ironside, Evangelist Charles E. 
Fuller, Evangelist Hyman A. Ap- 
pelman, Dr. Oswald J. Smith, and | 
many, many others, with weekly | 
messages by the editor — sucha ~ 
paper we believe is a real Be. 
And we thank God for the friendly ~ 


commendations and the fine coop- ~ 
eration of these Godly ministers, 4 


in churches of many faiths, ~—- 
tered all over America, 
We gladly share some of these 


(Continued on page four), 


TWO 


ey 


The Tishbite, by 


For our encouragement, prayer, 
and peace, we continue the reading 
of chapter 17 of I Kings. I shall 
read the concluding portion of that 
chapter, which is as follows, be- 
ginning with verse seventeen... . 


_ The New Testament statement 
’ . which might be used as a key to 
much of the life and ministry of 
Elijah is the latter part of James 
5:16: “The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much.” 
Thereafter is given an illustration 
of effectual and fervent praying 
which we shall consider at a later 
occasion, namely, when Elijah 
prayed on Mount Carmel for rain. 
Here we have another illustration 
of the effectual fervent prayer of 
ai a righteous person, 
a) Sa The story is very simple, to be 
aa Pe sure, and heart stirring. This wid- 
dow had gone through deep sor- 
row and difficulty in days before. 
In the providence of God, Elijah 
had come into that home. By the 
promise of God after the trial of 
her faith, the provision had been 
sufficient day by day. An unfcre- 
seen difficulty had come; namely, 
her son was taken ill and finaily 
died. 
. Her reaction to that tragedy is 
rather common in human experi- 
ence. Her first thought was to lay 
blame or censure of some kind at 
the hand of God’s people. It is so 
easy for outsiders to say, ‘Well, 
if this were the truth of God or 
if this person were of God, hcw 
different the circumstances should 
be.” For example, when the word 
was spread abroad that Lazarus 
was dead, and when -finally our 
. Lord came, some inquired and said, 
~ “Could not this One (speaking of 
Jesus our Lord) wha opened the 
eyes of the blind have seen to it 
that Lazarus had not died ?’’ There- 
by is implied, at least, a censure up- 
on the person and ministry of our 
Lord Jesus. You have found already, 
I imagine, or you will find to be 
so when others get into difficuity, 
distress, or disaster of some kind, 
very likely there will be some kind 
of blame against you or the gs: 
pel for which you stand. 


Note, however, the very sane 
4 de and Scriptural answer which Eli- 
,*® jah gave to her poor distressed 
' = heart on this occasion. He did not 
commence to reason with her as 
- to the providences of God. He made 
- no defense of himself as a prophet 
of God, of his calling to Zarephath, 
or of God’s past goodness in this 
house. He merely made this re- 
quest, “Give me thy son.’”’ He took 
the responsibility and the burden of 
~her heart. Thereupon, with the 
dead.son of the widow in his arms, 
he went to his accustomed place of 
prayer. How wonderful it is to 
have such a place of prayer that 
- belongs in a peculiar sense to you, 
_ “Where problems and perplexities 
can be presented in prayer, where 
burdens are lifted in response to 
your heart-cry. The late Annie 
Johnson Flint expressed the 
thought in her words: 


Do Thou for me, God—my God; 
‘Helpless, I appeal to Thee; 
BBS. What is best I cannot tell, 
; | “What is right I cannot s¢e. 
- | .~ Blind, I dread to stand or go, 
' + And I fear to lose the way, 
'| For I know not what to do 


And I know not how to pray. 


-. I ean trust it all with Thee.” 


a a fe Fight Thou for me, God—my God; 
' | How shall I my foes withstand? 


_ THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


'} ..- Entered as second-class matter, 
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_ WHEATON COLLEGE CHAPEL TALKS 


) Knowing God’s Ways 
|| ‘The Third of Seven Stenographically Reported Chapél Talks on Elijah, 


PRESIDENT V. RAYMOND EDMAN, PH.D., LL.D. 


‘Hear my cry: “Do Thou for me—. 


Wheaton College Tower 


I should only fail and yield; 
Take the battle in Thy hand. 
Thou my Rock, my Strength, my 
Shieid — 

Lo, I flee to Thee for aid; 

Weak — so weak — but be my 


strength 
Perfect through that weakness 
made. 


Hear my cry: “Fight Thou for me: 
More than conqueror I shall be.” 


Some time ago, when I was home 
on one of the occasional visits I 
have there, I was listening to the 
only one of my three sisters who 
now is at home, the only one that 
ever went to Wheaton College; and 
she said, “Oftentimes now as I am 


since all the youngsters have gone 
to other parts of the world, I can 
still see the very place where fa- 
ther used to pray, even the rug of 
the room reveals his place for 
prayer.’’ Elijah had that, a place 
which in a very peculiar sense be- 
longed to God:and to Elijah. And 
when the storm clouds of life had 
gathered thick, it was to that place 
that Elijah went. 


Elijah must have been perplexed, 
as though he did not believe what 
had happened to the widow’s son 


was the mind of God, for he said in 
his very first question to the Lord, 
verse 20: ‘‘Oh, Lord, my God, hast 
thou also brought evil upon the 
widow with whom I sojourned by 
Slaying her son?’ I have often- 
times had occasion to think of that 
distinction made in the 103rd 
Psalm, when the Lord says that 
He made known His ways unto 
Moses, His acts unto the children 
of Israel, verse 71. To me at least, 
there appears to be a difference 
there. Unto the children of. Israel 
God showed His power and His 
presence in the pillar of cloud by 
day and fire by night. He showed 
His hand in the parting of the 
Red Sea, in the provision of manna 
day by day for their need. They 
saw His acts, that which was out- 
ward and obvious even to the nat- 
ural. To Moses; however, was re- 
vealed the way of God, His way of 
doing things, His characteristics, 
His traits; so that in a given cir- 
cumstance which might appear 


mind of Moses, he could differen- 
tiate between what was like God 
and what was unlike God. 


Now I grant you that dif- 
ferentiation is made with great 
difficulty. We have difficulty 
in determining whether a 
given circumstance is the chastise- 
ment of the Lord or the conviction 
of His Spirit on the one hand, or 
condemnation of the Devil on the 
other. The. differentiation  be- 
tween the two, I say, is oftentimes 
a matter of great perplexity. 
Whether this obstacle in my path 
is put there by the Lord keep 
me from going that way or wheth- 
er it is the enemy who wants to 
oppose my forward movement in 
God’s cause is hard for us to know; 
but we should aspire to begin to 


Gospel and consequently never be 


| Gospels; but there is only ONE. 


about the home, which is so silent | 


wholly perplexing to the natural. 
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(Continued from page one) 


perfect way than you have been 
doing in the past. : 


Not Giving Up the World 


Nor is the Gospel a demand that 
you give up the world, that you 
give up your sins, that you break 
off bad habits, and try to cultivate 
good ones. You may do all these 
things, and yet never believe the 


saved at all. 


THERE ARE SEVEN DESIG- 
NATIONS OF THE GOSPEL in 
the New Testament, but over and 
above all these, let me draw your 
attention to the fact that when 
this. blessed message is mentioned, 
it is invariably accompanied by the 
definite article. Over and over and 
over again in the New Testament 
we read of the Gospel. It is the 
Gospel not a Gospel. People tell us 
there are a great many different 


When certain teachers came to 
the Galatians and tried to turn 
them away from the simplicity 
that was in Christ Jesus by teach- 
ing “another Gospel,” the apostle 
said that it was a different gospel, 
but not another; for there is none 
other than the Gospel. It is down- 
right exclusive; it is God’s revela- 
tion to sinful man, 


Not Comparative Religion 


The scholars of this world talk 
of the Science of Comparative Re- 
ligions, and it is very popular now- 
a-days to say, “We cannot any 
longer go to heathen nations and 
preach to them as in the days gone 
by, because we are learning that 
their religions are just as good as 
ours, and the thing to do now is 
to share with them, to study the 
different religions, take the good 
out of them all, and in this way 
lead the world into a sense of 
brotherhood and unity.” 


So in our great universities and 
colleges men study this Science of 
Comparative Religions, and they 
compare all these different reli- 
gious systems one with another. 
There is a Science of Comparative 
Religions, but the Gospel is not one 
of them, All the different religions 
in the world may well be studied 
comparatively, for at rock-bottom 
they are all alike; they all set man 
at trying to earn his own salva- 
tion. They may be called by differ- 
ent names, and the things that 
men are called to do may be dif- 
ferent in each case, but they all set 
men trying to save their own souls 
and earn their way into the fa- 
vour of God. In this they stand in 
vivid contrast with the Gospel, for 
the Gospel does not come to men 
to tell them to do anything, but 
the Gospel is that glorious mes- 
sage that tells us what God has 
done for us in order that guilty 
sinners may be saved. 


THE SEVEN DESIGNATIONS 
OF THIS GOSPEL 


It is called 
|. The Gospel of the Kingdom 


and when I use that term I am not 
thinking particularly of any dis- 
pensational application, but of this 
blessed truth that it is only through 
believing the Gospel that men are 
born into the Kingdom of God. We 
sing: 


“A ruler once came to Jesus ‘by 
night, 

To ask Him'the way of salvation 
and light; 


a 


Spirit what our God is doing. 

Elijah had sufficient understand- 
ing to say, “Lord, is this Thy do- 
ing? Is this Thy hand? Hast Thou 
also (note the little word “also’”’) 
brought evil? Thou hast brought 
good to this home and blessed it. 
Evil also has come from Thy 
hand?’ That was the substance of 
his prayer. Whereupon he gave 
himself to intercede, as he was per- 
suaded it was not the mind of 
God. As he prayed the effectual 
fervent prayer of the righteous, 
God saw fit to restore the life of 
this lad. 

Shali we in this afternoon ses- 
sion of prayer, here as a group and 
then as we go to our various 
prayer groups by classes and other 
groups that have been announced, 
take the requests, the needs of 
others, like Elijah who made no 
other reply to the widow except, 


ficient basis for intercession on her 
behalf, Now shall we have our time 
for prayer, — ; 


understand by the help of God’s 


; : - * a ; 
a: _ : 
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WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 


The Master made answer in words 
true and-plain, 
‘Ye must be born again.’ ” 


But neither Nicodemus, nor you, 
nor I, could ever bring this about 
ourselves. We had nothing to do 
with our first birth, and can have 
nothing to do with our second 
birth. It must be the work of God, 
and it is wrought through the Gos- 
pel. That is why the Gospel, is 
called the Gospel of the Kingdom, 
for, “Except a man be born again 
he cannot see the Kingdom of 
God” (John 3:3, 7). “Being born 
again, not of corruptible seed, but 
of incorruptible, by the Word of 
God, which liveth and abideth for- 
ever...: And this is the word 
which by the Gospél is preached 
unto you”’ (I Peter 1:23-25). | 
Everywhere that Paul and 
his companion apostles. went they 
‘preached the Gospel of the King- 
dom of God, and théy showed that 
the only way to get into that 
Kingdom was by a second birth, 
and that the only way whereby 
the second birth could be brought 
about was through believing the 
Gospel. It is the Gospel of the 
Kingdom. It is also called 


ll. The Gospel of God, 


because God is the sdurce of it, and 
it is altogether of Himself. No man 
ever thought of a Gospel like this. 
The very fact that all the religions 
of the world set man to try to 
work for his own salvation indi- 
cates the fact that no man would 
ever have dreamed of such a Gos- 
pel as that which is revealed in 
this Book. It came from the heart 
of God; it was God who “so loved 
the world that He gave His onlv 
begotten Son, that whosoever be- 
lieveth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.”’ “In this 
was manifested the love of God 
toward us, because that God sent 
His only begotten Son into the 
world, that we might live through 
Him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that He loved us, 
and sent His Son to be the pro- 
pitiation for our sins’ (I John 4: 
9, 10). And because it is the Gos- 
pel of God, God is very jealous of 
it. Hé wants it kept pure. He does 
not want it mixed with any of 
man’s theories or laws; He does 
not want it mixed up with religious 
ordinances or anything of that 
kind. The Gospel is God’s own pure 
message to sinful man. God grant 
that you and I may receive it as 
in very truth the Gospel of God. 
And then it is also called 


Ill. The Gospel of His Son 


Not merely because the Son went 
everywhere preaching the Gospel, 
but because He is the theme of 
it. “When it pleased God,” says 
the apostie, “who called me by 
His grace, to reveat His Son in 
me that I might ‘preach Him 
among the nations; immediately I 
conferred not with flesh and blood” 
(Gal. 1:15,16). ‘We preach Christ 
crucified . ... the power of God, 
and che wisdom of God” (I Cor. 
1:23, 24). No man preaches the 
Gospel who is not exalting the 
Lord Jesus. It is God’s wonderful 
message about His Son. How of- 
ten I have gone to meetings where 
they told me I would hear the Gos- 
pel, and instead of that I have 
heard some bewildered preacher 
talk to a bewildered audience about 
everything and anything, but the 
Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Gospel has to do with noth- 
ing else but Christ. It is the Gos- 
pel of God’s Son. And so, linked 
with this it is called 


IV. The Gospel of Christ 


The Apostle Peter preaching on 
the day of Pentecost of the risen 
Saviour, says, “God hath made 
that Same Jesus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Christ?” 
and He speaks of Him as the 
anointed One, exalted at God’s 
right hand. 


The Gospel is the Gospel of the 
Risen Christ. There would be no 
Gospel for sinners if Christ had 
not been raised. So the apostle 
says, “If Christ be not raised, your 
faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
sins’ (I Cor. 15:17). 

- A great New York preacher, 
great in his impertinence, at least, 
said some years ago, preaching a 
so-called Easter sermon, “The body 
of Jesus still sleeps in a Syrian 
tomb, but His soul goes marching 


“Give me thy son.” That was suf-| on. 


That is not the Gospel of Christ. 
We are not preaching the Gospel of 


a dead Christ, but of a living 


Friday, August 21, 1942 


Christ who sits exalted at the Fa- 
ther’s right hand, and is living to 
save all who put their trust in 
Him. That is why those of us who 
really know the Gospel never have 
any crucifixes around our churches 
or in our homes. The crucifix rep- 
resents a dead Christ hanging lan- 
guid on a cross of shame. But we 
are not preaching a dead Christ; 
we are not pointing men to a dead 
Christ; we’ are preaching a living 
Christ. He lives exalted at God’s 
right hand, and He “saves to the 
uttermost all who come to God by 
Him.” 

This Gospel is also called 


V. The ee of the Grace 
| ot God, 


because it leaves no room whatever 
for human merit. It just brushes 
away all man’s pretension to any 
goodness, to any’ desert except- 
ing judgment. It is the Gospel of 
grace, and grace is God’s free un- 
merited favour to those who have 
merited the very opposite. It is as 
opposite to works as oil is to water. 
“If by grace,” says the Spirit of 
God, “then it is no more works... 
but if it be of works, then is it no 
more grace’”’ (Rom. 11:6). 

People say, “But you must have 
both.” I have heard it put like this: 
there was a boatman and two the- 
ologians in a boat, and one was 
arguing that salvation was by 
faith and the other by works. The 
boatman listened, and then said, 
“Let me tell you how it looks to 
me. Suppose I call this oar Faith 
and this one Works. If I pull on 
this one, the boat goes around; if 
I pull on this other one, it goes 
around the other way, but if I 
pull on both oars, I get you across 
the river.” 

I have heard many preachers use 
that illustration to prove that we 
are saved by faith and works. That 
might do if we were going to 
Heaven in a rowboat, but we are 
not. We are carried on the should- 
ers of the Shepherd, who came 
seeking lost sheep. When He finds 
them He carries them home on 
His shoulders. : 

But there are some other names 
used. It is called 


VI. The Gospel of the Glory 


of God 
I love that name. It is the Gospel 
of the Glory of God because it. 
comes from the place where our 
Lord Jesus has entered. The veil 
has been rent, and now the glory 
shines out; and whenever this Gos- 
pel is proclaimed, it tells of a way 
into the glory for sinful man, a 
way to come before the Mercy Seat 
purged from every stain. It is the 
Gospel of the Glory of God, be- 
cause, until Christ had entered in- 
to the Glory, it could not. be 
preached in its fulness, but, after 
the glory received Him, then the 


It is also called” 


Vil. The Everlasting Gospel 
because it will never be superseded 
by ancther. No other ever went be- 
fore it, and no other shall ever 
come after it. 

One of the professors of the Uni- 
versity of Chicago wrote'a book a 
few years ago in which he tried 
to point out that some of these 
days Jesus would be superseded by 
a greater teacher; then He and the 
Gospel that He taught would nave 
to give way to a message which 
would be more suited to the in- 
telligence of the cultivated men of 
the later centuries. 

' No, no, were it possible for this 
world to go on a million years, it 
would never need any other Gospel 
than this preacned by the Apostle 
Paul and confirmed by the Holy 
Ghost with signs following; the 
Gospel which, throughout the cen- 
turies has fbeen saving guilty sin- 


ners. 
The Gospel Declared 

What then is the content of this 
Gospel? We are told right here. “I 
declare unto you the Gospel which 
I preached unto you, which also 
ye have received, and wherein ye 
stand; by which also ye are saved, 
if ye keep in. memory what I 
preached unto you, unless ye have 
believed in vain.” There is such a 
thing as merely believing with the - 
intelligence and crediting some 
doctrine with the mind when the 
heart has not been reached. But 
wherever men believe this Gospel 
in real faith, they are saved thru 
the message. What is it that brings 
this wonderful result? It is a sim- 
a story, and yet how rich, how 


“I delivered unto you first of 
all that which I also received.’ I 


(Continued on page three) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


WHAT IS THE GOSPEL? 


(Continued from page two) 


think his heart must have been 
stirred as he wrote those words, for 
he went back in memory to nearly 
thirty years before, and thought 
ot that day when hurrying down 
the Damascus turnpike, with his 
heart filled with hatred toward the 
Lord Jesus Christ and His people, 
he was thrown to the ground, and 
a light shone, and he heard a voice 
saying, “Saul, Saul, why perse- 
cutest thou Me?” And he cried, 
“Who art Thou, Lord?” And the 
voice said, “I am Jesus whom thou 
persecutest.” And that day Saul 
learned the Gospel; he learned that 
He who died on the Cross had been 
raised from the dead, and that He 
was living in the Glory. At that 
moment his soul was saved, and 
Saul of Tarsus was changed to 
Paul the Apostle. And now he 
says, “I am going to tell you what 
T have received; it is a real thing 
with me, and I know it will work 
the same wonderful change in ‘you, 
if you will believe it.” 


First of all, “That Christ died 
for our sins according to the Scrip- 
tures.” Then, “that He was bur- 
ied;”’ then, “that He rose again the 
third day according to the Scrip- 
tures.” Notice that phrase, “Ac- 
cording to the Scriptures.” The 
Gospel was no new thing in God’s 
mind. It had been predicted 
throughout the Old Testament 
times. Every time the coming Sav- 
iour was mentioned, there was 
proclamation of the Gospel. It be- 
gan in Eden when the Lord said, 
“The seed of the woman shall 
bruise thy head.” It was typified 
in every sacrifice that was offered. 
It was portrayed in the wonderful 
Tabernacle, and later in the Tem- 

le. 
. We have it in the proclamation 
of Isaiah, “He was wounded for 
our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities, the chastisement 
of our peace was upon Him: and 
with His stripes we are healed.” 
It was preached by Jeremiah when 
he said, “This is His Name where- 
by He shall be called, the Lord our 
Righteousness” (Jer. 23:6). It was 
declared by Zechariah when he ex- 


’ claimed, “Awake, O sword, against 


My Shepherd, and against the Man 
smite the 
shepherd, and the sheep shall -be 
scattered: and I will turn mine 
hand upon the little ones” (Zech. 
13:3}. , 

All through those Old Testament 
dispensations, the Gospel was pre- 
dicted, and when Jesus came, the 
Gospel came with Him. When He 
died, when He was buried, and 
when He rose again, the Gospel 


‘could be fully told out to a poor 


lost world. Observe, it says, “that 
Christ died for our sins.” No man 
preaches the Gospel, no matter 
what nice things he may say 
about Jesus, if he leaves out His 
vicarious death on Calvary’s cross. 


Christ's Death — Not His Life 


I was preaching in a church in 
Virginia, and a minister prayed, 
“Lord, grant Thy blessing as the 
Word is preached tonight. May it 
be the means of causing people to 


fall in love with the Christ-life, 


that they may begin to live the 
Christ-life.”’ I felt like saying, 
“Brother, sit down; don’t insult 
God like that;” but then I felt I 
had to be courteous, and I knew 
that my turn would come, when I 
could get up and give them the 
truth. 


The Gospel is not asking men to 
live the Christ-life. If your salva- 
tion depends upon your doing that, 
you are just as good as checked for 


. Hell, for. you never can live it in 


yourself. It’ is utterly impossible. 
But the very first message of the 
Gospel is the story of the vicarious 
atonement of Christ. Jesus did not 
come to tell men how to live in 
order that they might save them- 
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selves; He did not come to save 
men by living His beautiful life. 
That, apart from His death, would 
never have saved one poor sinner. 
He came to die; He ‘“‘was made a 
little lower than the angels for the 
suffering of death.” Christ Jesus 
gave Himself a ransom for aill. 
When He instituted the Lord’s Sup- 
per He said, “Take, eat: this is 
My body, which is broken for you: 
this do in remembrance of Me.... 
This cup is the new covenant in 
My Blood” (I Cor. 11:24, 25). 
There is no Gospel if the vicarious 
death of Jesus is left out, and there 
is no other way whereby you can 


be saved than through the death, 
of the blessed spotless Son of God.., 


Someone says, “But I do not un- 
derstand it.” That is a terrible con- 
fession to make, for “If our Gos- 
pel be hid, it is hid to them that 
are lost” (II Cor, 4:3). If you do 
not understand this, if you do not 
see that there is no other way of 
salvation for you, save through the 
death of the Lord Jesus, then that 
just tells the sad story that you 
are among the lost. You are not 
merely in danger of being lost in 
the Day of Judgment; but you are 
lost now. But, thank God, “the 
Son of Man is come to seek and to 
save that which was. lost,” and 
seeking the lost He went to the 
cross. 


“None of the ransomed ever know 

Flow deep were the waters crossed; 

Nor how dark was the night that 
the Lord passed through, 

Ere He found the sheep that was 
lost.” 


The Necessity of Death 


HE HAD TO DIE, to go down 
into the dark waters of death, that 
you might be saved. Can you think 
of any ingratitude more base than 
that of a man or woman who pass- 
es by the life offered by the Sav- 
iour who died on the Cross for 
them? Jesus died for you, and can 
it be that you have never even 
trusted Him, never even come to 
Him and told Him you were a poor, 
lost, ruined, guilty sinner; but 
since He died for you, you wouid 
take Him as your Saviour? 


HIS DEATH WAS REAL. He 
was buried three days in the tomb. 
He died, He was buried, and that 
was God’s witness that it was not 
a merely pretended death, but He, 
the Lord of life, had to go down 
into death. He was held by the 
bars ot death for those three days 
and nights, until God’s appointed 
time had come. Then, “Death could 
not keep its prey, He tore the bars 
away.” And so the third point of 
the Gospel is this, “He was raised 
again the third day according to 
the Scriptures.” That is the Gos- 
pel, and nothing can be added to 
that. 


Seme. people say, “Well, but 
must I not repent?” Yes, you may 
well repent, but that is not the 
Gospel, “Must I not be baptized ?” 
If you are a Christian, you ought 
to be baptized, but baptism is not 
the Gospel. Paul said, “Christ sent 
me not to baptize, but to preach 
the Gospel” (I Cor. 1:17). He did 
baptize pecple, but he did not con- 
sider that was the Gospel, and the 


Gospel was the great message that’ 


he was sent to carry to the world. 
This is all there is to it. “Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
Scriptures, and was buried, and 
rose again the third day accord- 
ing to the Scriptures.” 


The Gospel Accepted- 


Look at the result of believing 
the Gospel. Go back to verse two, 
“By which also ye are saved, if ye 
keep in memory what I preached 
unto you, unless ye have believed 
in vain.” That is,.if you believe 
the Gospel, you are saved; if you 
believe that Christ died for your 


‘sins, that He was buried, and that 


He rosé again, God says you are 
saved. Do you believe it? No man 
ever believed that except by the 
Holy Ghost. It is the Spirit of God 
that overcomes the natural unpe- 
lief of the human heart and enables 
a man to put his trust in that mes- 
sage. And this is not mere intel- 
lectual credence, but it is that one 
comes to the place where he is 
henge ge stake his whole eternity 
on the fact that Christ died, and 
was buried, and rose again. When 
Jesus said, “IT IS FINISHED,” 


the work of salvation was complet- 


A dear saint was dying, and 
he said, “It is finished; 


on I can cast my eternity.” 


|Sword Readers Help 


Irwin Moon’s Ministry 
Among Soldiers 


BY THE EDITOR 


A few weeks ago we told The 
Sword of the Lord readers some- 
thing about the work of Evangel- 
ist Irwin A. Moon among the 
armed forces of the United States 
giving his scientific demonstrations 
and illustrations of spiritual truth. 
We are glad to learn that a num- 
ber of readers have sent in offer- 
ings and hope that others will do 
so. Mr. Moon’s work is sponsored 
by Moody Bible Institute, and any 
gifts may be sent direct to Dr. W. 
H. Houghton, President, Moody Bi- 
ble Institute, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago. Please indicate clearly 
that the gift is for the Moon fund 
for work among soldiers and sail- 
ors. 

The editor has a kindly letter 
from Dr. Houghton which we are 
sure readers would like to share. 


The MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE 
of Chicago 
153 Institute Place 


August 12, 1942 
“Dr. John R. Rice 
“145 N. Hale St. 
“Wheaton, Illinois. 


“Dear Dr. Rice: 


“It was wonderfully kind of you 
to give the Moon campaign such a 
good boost in your paper. Many of 
your good friends responded. We 
haven’t totaled up the gifts from 
that source, but if memory serves 
me right, perhaps $200.00 has been 


‘| received. This is all due to your un- 


selfishness in opening your columns 
to this presentation, and we are 
grateful. ; 


“I should like to give you a lit- 
tle glimpse of the character of this 
man Moon, out of something that 
happened last week. Perhaps you 
will better understand why the 
Lord is using him in such a re- 
markable way. He spent last week 
at a little place called Lake Muroc, 
in California. I have never been 
there, but I understand it to be 
the dried up bed of an ancient lake, 
and I think somewhat below sea 
level. It is far off the beaten track, 
back in the desert, but there are 
6,000 men in camp there. The USO 
does nothing for them, the travel- 
ing entertainments never go that 
way. But when Irwin Moon heard 
about them he at once volunteered 
to go there. 


“I am told the temperature runs 
to 130, even 140; and there is the 
blowing of the sand of the desert. 
But last week, and an August 
week at that, Mr. Moon, with Mr. 
Lions who arranges his work and 


and an earnest soul-winner, and 
Mr. Fleischer the young helper, all 
of these spent the days in the work 
there. I haven’t had a report as 
yet on the meetings. I am sure 
that while there was much dis- 
comfort for the workers, there was 
much of blessing for the soldiers, 
and eternity will reveal many 
saved.out of that campaign. 

“Let me again thank you for 
your earnest help in this very vital 


“Upon a life I did not live, 
Upon a death I did not die; 
Another’s life, another’s death, 
I stake my whole eternity.”’ 


Can you say that, and say it ‘in 
faith ? 


The Gospel Rejected 


What about the man who does 
not believe the Gospel? The Lord 
Jesus said to His disciples, “Go ye 
into all the world and preach the 
Gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth and is baptized shall be 
saved; but he that believeth not 
Shall be damned” (Mark 16:15, 
16). He that believeth not shall be 
devoted to judgment, condemned, 
lost. So you see, God has shut us 
up to the Gospel. Have you be- 
lieved it? Have you put your trust 
in it; is it the confidence of your 
soul? Or have you been trusting 
in something else? If you have 
been resting in anything short of 
the Christ who died, who was bur- 
ied, who rose again, I plead with 
you, turn from every other fancied 
refuge, and flee to Christ today. 
‘Repent ye, and believe the Gospel. 
“O, do not let the word depart, 

And close thine eyes against 

the light; 
Poor — harden not thy 


heart, | 
Be saved, O tonight.” 


who is a Christian business man’ 


Ae 


te EM a NN 


‘ministry. While we have acknowl- 


edged gifts personally as they have 
come in, yet I should be glad if 
you would through your columns 
tell the people of our gratitude. 
“With every good wish for God’s 
abiding and abounding blessiags in 
all your ministry, 1 am 
“Yours in Christ, 
(Signed) “Will H. Houghton 
“President.”’ 
All of our hearts, I trust, are 
concerned for the salvation of these 
fine young men in the armed forces 
and all of us will do what we can 
as the Spirit lays it on our hearts. 


a | Son 


Does Prophecy 
Mean Preaching 


BY THE EDITOR 


It is quite clear from the proph- 
ecy of Joel, quoted by Peter in 
Acts 2, that women are to proph- 
esy, as well as men; and from I 
Corinthians, chapter 14, it is.abun- 
dantly clear that Paul desired all 
Christians to be able to prophesy. 

But a careful study. of the Scrip- 
tures will make it equally clear, I 
trust, that prophesying is not 
preaching. 

I know that I Corinthians 14:3 
says: “But he that prophesieth 
speaketh unto men to edification, 
and exhortation, and comfort.” So 
prophecy edifies and exhorts and 
comforts people. But it does not 
follow. that all comfort is proph- 
ecy, and all exhortation is proph- 
ecy, and all edification is prophecy. 
For example, sweet gospel singing 
comforts and edifies and exhorts, 
but it is not prophecy. Preaching, 
too, edifies, exhorts and comforts, 
but it is not prophecy. Prophecy is 
a direct revelation of God; not the 
expounding of Scripture and not 
preaching a sermon. Such a revela- 
tion from God edifies, and exhorts 
and comforts. But the Scripture 
does not mean that nothing else 
can comfort, or edify or exhort but 
prophecy. Here some good Bible 
teachers have, for lack of study, 
been misled. 

The Scripture mentions women 
who prophesied again and again, 
but never a hint that they preached 
sermons, that they were pastors of 
churches, that they were evangel- 
ists, or that they expounded Scrip- 
ture before congregations. Proph- 
ecy means exactly the same in the 
New Testament as in the Old Tes- 
tament. Women may § prophesy, 
yes; they may receive a direct rev- 
elation from God, they may give 
it. But-they are expressly com- 
manded not to usurp authority 
over men nor to teach men; but in 
every official sense they are to 
keep silence in the churches. 


A woman writes to say that if 
to prophesy is direct revelation, 
and if Paul wished all to covet to, 
prophesy, “is this unlimited gift to 
be found in our present day church 
.... We all must be ‘in the dark.’ ”’ 


Her trouble is judging God’s 
Word by our experience instead of 
the other way around. I have 
known some cases when God very 
clearly revealed. future events to 
Christians. He revealed to my 
mother and father that I would 
preach, revealed it to the president 
of the college I attended, and to a 
number of others, even before I 
knew it. 


He revealed to me once, in the 
midst of a revival campaign where 
two men had already died sud- 
denly, that another would suddenly 
die also as a warning. That was at 
Waxahachie, Texas, in 1931. I made 
a public announcement, with some 
fear and trembling, that another 
man would die suddenly, one who 
was unprepared to go, before the 
next evening. Another. man did die 
suddeniy, an unsaved man. His 
wife and daughters heard me make 
the statement, and his wife called 
me to preach the funeral sermon! 


But if prophecy is rare, then so 
also are the other manifestations 
and gifts which prevailed in New 
Testament churches, We ought not 
to dilute New Testament Chris- 
ianity to fit our modern practices. 


Nothing.is clearer in the whole 
Bible than that there were no 
women apostles, no women pas- 
tors, no women evangelists, no 
women preachers. God has a bless- 
ed place for women. Happy are 
they if they are content with it 


every man to leadership nor to’ the 
ministry, and it is no more -dis- 
crimination against women than 


it is against the rest of the men, 


PAGE THREE 


that God does not choose them for 
official leadership in His churches, 

A fuller discussion of this mat- 
ter is found in the book, Bobbed 


Hair, Bossy Wives, und Women 
Preachers. 


—_—-Q-—--- 


Bible Questions 


By the Editor 


- SHOULD CHRISTIANS TAKE 
THE LORD’S SUPPER? 


- EXPLAIN JAMES 2:14. 


- SHOULD WOMEN LEAD IN 
PUBLIC PRAYER? 


QUESTION 1: “Are Christians 
commanded to take the Lord’s Sup- 
per?” 

ANSWER: Yes, the Saviour said, 
“This do in remembrance of me” 
(Luke 22:19). But I Corinthians 
11:27-31 shows that every Chris- 
tian should first examine himself 
and judge himself before he eats 
of the Lord’s Supper. If he is not 
willing to confess and forsake 
known sins, then he had better not 
eat until those matters are made 
right with God. The Lord’s Supper 
does not save anyone, but is a me- 
morial to remind us of the death 
of Christ for us. | 


QUESTION 2: “Please explain 
James 2; 14 which says, ‘What 
doth it profit, my brethren, though 
a man say he hath faith, and have 
not works? can faith save him?’ ”’ 

ANSWER: See Romans 3:20, 
‘Therefore by the deeds of the law 
there shall no flesh be justified in 
his sight”; Romans. 3: 28, ‘“There- 
fore we conclude that a man is 
justified by faith without the deeds 
of the law” and Romans 4:5, “But 


fou 


co bh 


to him that worketh not, but be-. 


lieveth on him that justifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for 
righteousness.” By these Scriptures 
it is clear that works do not save, 
do not help save, and the man who 
does not do any good works, but 
believes in Christ> is saved, Then 
James 2:14 evidently refers to 
something else, the work that God 
does in his heart, salvation. A truly 
Saved man has had a certain work 
of God in his heart. He is “born of 
the Spirit,” he is regenerated and 
made a new creature, given a new 
heart. Because of this new nature 
there is a difference in his life and 
in his works. Can one judge then 
who is saved by their deeds? Nb, 
no, for this is a matter of the 
heart, and only God sees the heart. 
Some of it will work out in his life, 
but none is capable of judging who 
is saved and who is not, and we are 
forbidden to try. 


There is a sense in which after 
one is born again his salvation con- 
tinues. Though we have already 


been saved from the penalty and’ 


punishment of sin, yet our lives 
are to be redeemed, too, and even- 
tually our bodies. (See Romans 8: 
23). No man has the fullness of 
Salvation, which includes not only 
the saving of his soul, but joy and 
peace and power and daily victory, 
who does not have good works 
Show themselves forth in his life. 
On this matter see the note in 


the Scofield Bible on Romans 1: 


16, at the bottom of page 1192. 


QUESTION 3: “Should the pas- 
tor call on a woman to pray in the 
church, or is it wrong for a woman 
to pray in the church?” 

ANSWER: I believe that the Bi- 
ble clearly teaches that a woman 
Should not take any place of lead- 
ership over a mixed congregation, 
including men. See I Corinthians 
14:34, 45; I Timothy 2:11,12. I be- 
lieve it is perfectly all right in a 
group when each one takes his own 
burden to God in a circle of prayer, 
and where praying does not involve 
leading a congregation in prayer, 
for a woman, or even for children 
to pray. I believe that in a wom- 
an’s meeting, or in a class of chil- 
dren, it is all right for a woman to 
lead all in prayer. But I do not be- 
lieve that a woman should be called 


on to lead a whole congregation, | 


including men, in public prayer. 
That seems to be contrary to both 
the practice and teachings of the 
New Testament. 


and fill it nobly. God does not cail. 
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Faith for Revival 


_. (Continued from page one) 
any doubt. “He will ae it to 
pass.” 

I saw, in days gone by, a vision 


_.» Of a great work in the city of To- 
. ronto, and I prayed about it that 
Imight know the mind of the Lord. 


At last, one day, He spoke. Yea, 
a second time came His assuring 
Word. Forthwith I waited, waited 
in prayer and faith, knowing that 
He would surely bring it to pass. 
Three years went by, years of fear- 
ful testing. Without His promise 
I woulda have gone down, my high 
hopes scattered to the winds, but 
God had spoken. and I had only 
to pray: “Do as thou hast said.” 
Finally, when three full years hud 
passed, He established the work of 
which he had spoken. 

An incident is told of a place 
called Filey, in the early days of 
Methodism, to which preacher af- 
ter preacher had been sent, but all 
to no purpose. .The village was a 
stronghold of satanic power, and 
each one in turn had been driven 
out, until, at last it was decided to 


‘give it up as a hopeless task. 


Just before the matter was final- 
ly settled, however, the now fa- 


‘mous John Oxtoby, or ‘Praying 


Johnny” as he was called, begged 
the Conference to send him, and 
so let the people have one more 
chance. They agreed, and a few 
days afterwards John set out on 


_ his journey. On the way a person 


a 


is done, Lord, 


who knew him inquired where he 
was going. “To Filey,’’ was the re- 
ply, “‘where the Lord is going to 
revive His work.” 

As he drew near the place, on 
ascending the hill between Muston 
and Filey, suddenly a view of the 
town burst upon his sight. So in- 
tense were his feelings that he fell 
upon his knees under a hedge and 
wrestled and wept and ‘prayed for 


’ the success of-his mission. We have 


been told that a miller, who was on 
ye other side of the hedge, heard 

oh and stopped in astonish- 
lft to listen, when he heard 
Johnny say, “Thou munna mak a 
feal o’ me! Thou munna mak a 
feal o’ me! I told them at Bridling- 
ton that Thou was going to re- 
vive Thy work, and Thou must do 
so, or I shall never be able to show 
my face among them again, and 


~ then what will the people say about 


praying and believing ?”’ 

-He continued to plead for several 
hours. The struggle was long and 
heavy, but he would not cease. He 
made his very weakness and in- 
efficiency a plea. At length, the 
clouds dispersed, the glory filled his 
soul, and he, rose exclaiming, “It 
It is done, Filey is 
taken! Filey is taken!” 

And taken. it was, and all in 


it; and no mistake. Fresh from the 


Mercy-seat he entered the place, 
and commenced singing up the 
streets, “‘Turn to the Lord and seek 
salvation,” etc. A crowd of 
wart fishermen flocked to listen. 
Unusual power attended his ad- 
dress, hardened sinners wept, 
strong men trembled, and while he 
prayed over a dozen of them fell 
on their knees, and cried aloud for 
mercy and found it. 

Well now, do we know what it 


is to offer the prayer of Faith? 


Have we ever prayed thus? “I 
knew a father,’ writes Chas. G. 
Finney, “who was a good man, 
but had erroneous views respecting 
the prayer of faith; and his whole 
family of children were grown up, 
without one of them being con- 


_verted. At length his son sickened, 
~~ and seemed about to die. The fa- 


ther prayed, but the son grew 
worse, and seemed sinking into the 
grave without hope. The father 
prayed, until his anguish was un- 
utterable. He went at last and 


prayed (there seemed no prospect 


of his son surviving) so that he 
poured out his soul.as if he would 
not be denied, till at length he got 
an assurance that his son would 
not only live but be converted; and 
that not only this one, but his 
whole family would be converted to 
God, He came into the house, and 
told his family his son would not 
die. They were astonished at him. 
TT tell you,’ said he, ‘he will not 
die. And no child of mine will ever 
die in his sins.’ That man’s children 
were all converted years ago.” 

“A clergyman once told me of a 


2 : revival among his people, which 


commenced with a zealous and de- 
voted woman in the Church. She 


% ~__ became anxious about sinners, and 
i. ~—- gave herself to praying for them; 


she prayed, and her distress: in- 
creased; and she finally came to 
the minister, and talked with him, 


1. asking him to appoint an anxious 
| 
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The Rich, Fortunate, 


Hard-Working Fool 
(Continued from. page one) 
gift is from above, and cometh 
down from the Father of lights, 


with whom is no. variableness, hei-. 
ther. shadow «of 


Lae 4 So hi 
ground sng forth plentiful y. 


lll. He Was Hard-Working 


and Thrifty 

Crops do not grow without labor. 
If this rich man had not been up 
early and late, if he had not 
plowed under the seeds and broken 
the clods and tilled in due season 
and harvested promptly, his ground 
would not have brought forth plen- 
tifully. In the days when there 
were no tractors, no riding plows, 
no threshing machines, farming 
was long, hard work. This man 
ought to be honored because he 
worked hard. Paul commanded the 
Thessalonians “that if any would 
not work, neither should he eat’ 
(It Thess. 3:10), and Christians 


inquirers’ meeting, for she felt that 
one was needed. The minister put 
her off, for he felt nothing of any 
such need. The next week she came 
again, and besought him again to 
appoint such a meeting. She knew 
there would be somebody to come, 
for she felt as if God was. going 
to pour out His Spirit. The minister 
once more put her off. And finally 
she said to him: ‘If you do not ap- 
point the meeting I shall die, for 
there is certainly going to be a 
revival.’ The next Sabbath he ap- 
pointed a meeting, and said that if 
there were any who wished to con- 
verse with him about the salvation 
of their souls, he would meet them 
on such an evening. He’ did not 
know of one, but when he went 
to the place, to his astonishment he 
found a large number of anxious 
inquirers.” ——- Chas. G. Finney. 

“The first ray of light that broke 
in upon the midnight which rested 
on the Churches’in Oneida County, 
in, the fall of 1825 was from a wom- 
an in feeble health, who, I believe, 
had never been in a powerful re- 
vival, Her soul was exercised about 
sinners. She was in an agony for 
the land. She did not know what 
ailed her, but she kept praying 
more and more, till it seemed as if 
her agony would destroy her body. 
At length she became full of joy, 
and exclaimed: ‘God has come! 
God has come! There is no mistake 
about it, the work is begun, and is 
going all over the region.’ And 
sure enough the work began, and 
her family were all converted, and 
the work spread all over that part 
of the country.” —Chas. G. Finney. 

The story is told of an invalid 
who formed the habit of praying 
for a Revival, daily, for some thir- 
ty towns and communities, and 
from time to time made this entry 
in his diary: “I was enabled to 
pray the prayer of faith for --——_-— 
today.” After his death Revivals 
swept over each of these thirty 
places, almost exactly in the order 
he had noted them down. (God had 
spoken, and though he did not live 
to see any of the answers, yet he 
was given the assurance that he 
had been heard. . 

This, then, is the secret — Faith, 
the Faith of Hebrews eleven, the 
Faith of God, His gift, based on 
His Word, direct to the heart of 
His servant. Such Faith will re- 
move mountains, and accomplish 
the impossible. Not the presump- 
tuous faith that believes without 
the evidence of the Spirit, and costs 
nothing, and then when time 
elapses and things do not come to 
pass, rapidly fades away; but the 
Faith of God, born in the agony of 
prevailing prayer and soul travail. 
This Faith will rise above the 
storms of discouragement and ad- 
versity, will triumph over time, and 
‘continue to burn brightly while 
waiting for the accomplishmert of 
its object. Oh for such a Faith twv- 
day! 

“Faith, mighty faith, the promise 


sees, 

And looks to God alone; 
Laughs at impossibilities 

And cries, ‘It shall be done!’ 
“The thing surpasses all my 

thought; 

But faithful is my Lord; 
Through unbelief I stagger not, 

For God hath spoke the word. 
“That mighty faith on me bestow 

Which cannot ask in vain; 


Which holds and will not Ict Thee 


go 
Till I my suit obtain.” 
(A chapter from ‘the book, THE 
REVIVAL WE NEED published 


in En eprinted here by Dr. 
Smith's con ag 


a 
4 


: | De : 


are commanded to labor with our 


hands, that we may have to give 
to others in need (Eph. 4:28). 
Work is honorable. Laziness is a 
sin’ and a curse. The rich man 
worked hard. 

And he was thrifty. The rich 
man did not throw his money to 


hiS|' the. winds. ‘That makes me ial 


that he earned, it. himself. The 
prodigal boy could waste his sub- 
stance in riotous living because his 
father had earned it. “Easy come, 
easy g0,” says an old proverb, and 
“A fool and his money are soon 

’” No one can be trusted to 
use money wisely who has not first 
been taught the value of money 
by hard work. The rich man saved 
his money. 

So this rich man said to himself, 
“What shall I do, because I have 
ro room where to bestow my 
fruits? And he said, This will I do: 
I will pull down my barns, and 


build greater; and there will I be-| 


stow all my fruits and my goods” 
(Luke 12:17, 18). 

He saved his goods. His live- 
stock had plenty feed; his cat- 
tle were fat. At long last he could 
rest from his hard labor, with food 
for himself and provender for his 
animals laid by for many years. 
And no doubt he had been as 
thrifty with his money as with his 
crops and all that his body needed 
and all his taste required were pro- 
vided for his old age. Honor this 
man for his thrift. 

People do not spend their way to 
prosperity. What one borrows must 
be paid back. To~every profligate 
and prodigal the Bible says, “Go to 
the ant, thou sluggard; consider 
her ways, and be wise: which hav- 
ing no guide, overseer, or ruler, 
Provideth her meat in the summer, 
and gathereth her food in the har- 
vest” (Proverbs 6:6-8). The rich 
men should be honored because he 
was a hard worker, an honorable 
and thrifty man. 


lV. But He Was a Fooll 


The man was rich. He’ was fa- 
vored of God with a multitude of 
blessings, He worked hard. He was 
not on relief. He did not depend 
on his relatives to support him. He 
saved his money and his goods. 
And for all we know he may have 
been a liberal man in the support 
of his community. No doubt he 
cared well for his family. Not one 
reprcvachful word is said about the 
way he used his money. Every- 
thing Jesus said about this rich 
man down to this point is good, but 
alas, alas, the man was a fool, for 
he said, ‘‘Soul, thou hast much 
goods laid up for many years. Take 
thine ease, eat, drink, and be mer- 
ry.” He presumed on God’s mercy. 
He lived as if he would never die. 
He could not control one heart- 
beat nor prolong one breath, yet 
he foolishly expected many years! 

And then we are told, “But God 
said unto him, Thou fool, this nignt 
thy soul shall be required of thee: 
then whose shall those things be, 
which thouvhast provided ? the (Luke 
12:20). 

The man was a fool because he 


-previded food for his belly and 


clothes for his back but did not 
provide for his soul. He was a fool 
because he was concerned more 
about barfis for his goods than he 
was about eternal mansions for his 
soul! He was a fool because he 
prepared for old age but did not 
prepare to die. He was a fool be- 
cause he prepared.to meet hunger 
with food and to meet storms with 
a sheltering roof, and to meet cold 
with adequate garments, but he 
neglected to prepare to meet God 
with salvation, 

And here Jesus makes this plain 
application and moral, “So is he 
that layeth up treasure for him- 
self and is not rich toward God” 
(Luke 12:21). 

If you go to work tomorrow 
morning hefore you get ready to 
meet God, Jesus says you are a 
fool! If you sit down to the table 
to satisfy the hunger of your body 
and first do not have forgiveness 
for your sins and salvation for your 
soul Jesus says you are a fool. If 
you lay veur head on your pillow 
in grateful rest, surrounded by 
your comforts, and are not rich 
toward God, you, dear lost sinner, 
are a fool. Oh, be saved today, do 
not die a lost fool! 

‘’ Today is the day of salvation. 
Do not meet God as a fool, but 


trust Him today. Make sure your per 
sins are forgiven, that you have 


eternal life now and a home in 
Heaven when you meet God. Turn 
to Christ today, trust Him for for- 


giveness. ‘Take ona into your 
heart today and color: will not 
call you a fool 


en you die. 
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Ministers Commend 
‘Sword of the Lord’ 
(Continued from page one) 


letters with our readers. 
“Your little paper is.a source of 


‘comfort ‘to ‘me ‘and would like. it 
‘sent to friends of the following ad- 


dresses,” — Rev. Paul KE. Hawkey, 
37 S. 13th St., Minneapolis, Minn. 


“The Sword of the Lord is with- 
out a question the greatest evan- 
gelistic paper in America. The pa- 
per is worth $2.50 a year and any- 
one should be glad to pay $1 for 
5 tg 
Hogansville, Georgia. 

“IT have already been announc- 
ing the benefit of your paper, and 
I am using some of my tithing 


money now to send The Sword to}. 


some friends that will be good 
boosters, so please send it to the 
following names for one year.” — 
Rev. R. E, House, P.O. Box 452, 
Anniston, Ala. 

“After having read The Sword 
of the Lord regularly for several 
months I must say that its testi- 


mony is second to no publication 


that reaches my desk and there are 
seventeen in all, that is, weekly, 
bi-weekly and monthly periodicals. 
If this statement means anything 
to you, you may publish it. 


“Have been passing out my copy 
from time to time and shall en- 
deavor to secure subscriptions from 
the folks who have read and seen 
what is published regularly. 


“If you will send me a bundle 
of 25 I will see to it personally that 
they are passed out among people 
who will appreciate just such a 
publication for such a time as 
this....” — Rev. Albert Scherry, 
Pastor First Reformed Church, 17 
W. Church St., Xenia, Ohio. 


“I have been taking the paper 
now for more than a year and to- 
gether with our elders, we sent 
the paper into each home of our 
congregation for a year’s trial. We 
have had many favorable com- 
ments as to the contents of the pa- 
per. I myself have been greatly 
blessed through its ministry and 
I am quite sure that a goodly num- 
ber of our people have renewed 
their subscriptions on their own 
accord” — Rev. Wm. E. Ashbrook, 
pastor, Calvary Bible Church, Col- 
umbus, Ohio. 

“I would like to tell you that 
your paper, The Sword of the Lord, 
has helped me personally and in 
sermon preparation. And your 
many books helped me more than 
words can express .... I will rec- 
ommend the paper as the greatest 
evangelistic paper that I know 
about.” — R. E. Morrison, a 
ville, ‘Tenn. 


“Without reserve 1 can say that 
I enjoy your paper, The Sword of 
the Lord, very much, holding it in 
greater esteem than any similar 
paper with which I am familiar. 
It has helped me very much, es- 
pecially the articles on Faith, 
oa and Miracles.” — Rev. Tal- 
e M. Wiley, 1210-B 16th St., 

Lub ame Texas. 


“I can truthfully say that I en- 
joy your paper The Sword of the 
Lord better than any paper or 
magazine that I read; it has been 
a great help to me in many ways 
and I can and do recommend it 


to my friends.” — Rev. James E. 
Bane, 119. Eckford St., Brooklyn, 
N. Y. - 


“I can conscientiously make 
public announcement commending 
your paper, and would be happy 
to do so, I like your paper and 
your literature. Several of our 
members have booklets by you. I 
will appreciate bundles of your pa- 
pers to hand out to the member- 
ship of our church, and to leave in 
homes when I go calling” — Rev. 
John J. Johnston, pastor, Jeffers 
Baptist Church, Jeffers, Minn. 


“As a pastor, I find this paper 
the most practical, inexpensive and 
worthwhile paper that’ comes to 
my desk,” — Rev. Wendell H. Phil- 
lips, Birchardville, Pa. 


“Thank you very much for your} 
recent letter and offer to send free 


rye copies of The Sword of the 


I have enjoyed reading these | 
‘gospel messages and it has brought 
blessing to my soul. I shall be very | 


happy to make mention of the pa-| 
from the pulpit.” — Rev. V. 
W. Steele, Pastor, Bethel Baptist | 
Church, Everett, is gene 


‘I find your 
Fundamental and- ge ee 
ees, eee it 3 eek by} 
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its publication.”—-Rev. Wm. George a 
Hoo 


per, Pastor, First Baptist 
Church, Thermopolis, Wyoming. 


“The paper is 2. real blessing to 
me. It meets a need.” — Rev. For- 


rest E. Jonnson, Fastor, Calvary _ 
Baptist Church, Nverett, Washing- ~ 


“Vhave read yourpaper while a i 
Student at the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute and approve very highly of — 


it and its message,” — Rev. M. 
G. Sanford, Baptistown, New Jer- 
Sey. 

“Your paper has been of real 
help and encouragement to me. Af- 
ter reading it myself it is then 
passed on to a young couple doing 
home mission work in Kansas.”— 
Rev. R. A. Biddle, Pastor, Com- 
te Gospel Church, Sandusky, 

hio 


“My I add my testimony to the 
many others, that The Sword of 
the Lord has brought distinct bless- 
ing to my spiritual life, has en- 
riched my preaching; led me clos- 
er to the Lord’ — Rev. J. W. 
Koning, Pastor, Presbyterian 
Church, Brooklyn, Iowa. 

“I also am glad to state that 
The Sword of the Lord has been 
a real blessing to me in my per- 
sonal life, also has given me many 
thoughts and helped in a great 
way in preaching. Iam anxious for 
my people to have a sample copy.” 
— Rev. Roy Maples, Route 1, 
Cleveland, Tennesee. 


“I. do not read any better ser- 
mons than the ones you have been 
sending me. I have read your pa- 
per and subscribed for it for four 
long years and I want to read no 
better paper. It has made a no- 
bler man out of me and I thank 
God for your instruction.” — Rev. 
L. A. Leveston, Woodville, Miss- 
issippi, 

“I want to say that the sermons 
have blessed my own life and min- 
istry immensely. They bring stim- 
ulation and spiritual food. I find 
many points and illustrations for 
my own sermons, and must admit 
that the result has been more evan- 
gelistic and more interesting ser- 
mons from my pulpit.” — Rev. 
Cecil F’. Petrie, Pastor, First Bap- 
tist Church, Windsor, Vermont. 


“Brother Rice, I get a lot of en- 
joyment out of reading the paper 


and it has been a real blessing to- 


me to say nothing of the fact that 
it contains more usable sermonic 
material than any publication I 
know of.” — Rev. Arthur B. Grif- 
fin, Pastor, Damascus Baptist 
Church, Damascus, Virginia. 


“IT shall be glad to get as many 
subscribers as possible, for I’m con- 
vinced that such a paper is a bless- 
ing to any and every home; it 
should be in EVERY CHRISTIAN 
HOME in America.’ — Rev. H. G. 
Rempel, Pastor, Grace Brethren 
Church, Flora, Indiana. 


“I do enjoy your paper and can 
conscientiously recommend it to 
others.”’ — Rev. Geraid V. Smelser, 
Superintendent, The Cleveland He- 
brew Mission, Cleveland, Ohio. 


“The paper has been a real in- 
spiration to me. I often read it 


through at one sitting. I hardly ev- | 


er miss reading a single article. 
It often encourages me when I am 
discouraged about the hardness of 
people’s hearts and often about the 
coldness of Christians. I believe 
that it gives me a greater boldness 
in preaching against sin. I would 
not want to be without it at all.’ 
— Rev. Victor Woerz, Bartlesville, 
Oklahoma. 


“I value The Sword of the Lord 
above any other religious paper 
coming into my home — even the 
state denominational paper. I find 
many people fed up with the cold, 
unspiritual formalism that prevails 
in many of our churches today. I 
certainly appreciate -the spiritual 
evangelistic messages in the pa- 


er.” — Rev. Charles L. Collum, 


19 North . Aydelotte, 


Shawnee, 
Oklahoma. 
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